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PATTERN BLOCKS

This 250-piece set of plastic Pattern Blocks
(LER 0134) consists of shapes that are
perfect for creative design, patterning, basic
geometry and even fraction activities.
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red orange gree blve tan
hexagon trapezoid squa triangle  parallelogram  rhombus

Identifying Pattern Blocks

Provide pairs of children with one set of
pattern blocks. Display the yellow hexagon.
and ask children to find and display the
corresponding block. Depending on their
knowledge, you may want to introduce the
shape names. Ask: “How would you
describe this block?” (Yellow, six sides.)
Display the other pattern blocks, asking
children to hold up and describe the
corresponding blocks.

Have children sort their blocks by the
number of sides. As needed, guide them
in sorting by asking questions such as,
“Are there blocks with two sides? With
three sides?” Continue questioning
children as they form groups of blocks
with four and six sides.
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Patterns
Create linear patterns such as:

[] []

Encourage children to cop]}; and continue

the pattern with their blocks. Include
other kinds of patterns for children to
copy and continue such as:
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Congruent Shapes

DisElay the hexagon and provide children
with pattern blocks. Ask: “Can you use
other blocks to make a shape that is the
same as the hexagon?” Let them work
independently to solve the problem. Then
ask them to show their solutions.
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Ask: “What do you notice about each of
the shapes we have made? When shapes
are the same size and shape, the shapes are
called congruent shapes.” Show chil£ren
how to place one shape on top of the other
to prove they are the same size and the
same shape.

Children can record the congruent shapes
by tracing and coloring solutions. Then
have them continue finding congruent
shapes for other pattern block pieces:
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Exploring Symmetry
Give students pattern blocks, scissors and
ﬁaper, and ask them to trace and cut out a
exagon, then fold it into two matching
parts. Explain that the fold line is a line of
symmetry. To find other lines of symmetry
in the hexagon, ask children to fold the
shape as many ways as they can to find
two matching parts. Children can help
each other trace the fold lines with a pencil,
then count their lines of symmetry. Let
volunteers find the lines of symmetry for
the other pattern block shapes. If shapes
are too small for younger cﬁildren to fold,
provide larger pattern block shapes that
they can cut apart and fold.
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Fraction Parts

Trace around a yellow hexagon and cover
the tracing with two red traﬁezoids. Say:
“I'have covered the yellow hexagon with
two of the same parts. If I take one of these
parts away, how much of the hexagon is
still covered?” (3.) Ask children to use
their blocks to find three equal parts that
cover the hexagon (blue parallelogram),




