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Every teacher knows that each student is unique, any many of today’s classrooms include
struggling readers as well as accomplished readers. Research has proven that hands-on
activities are highly successful in developing and assessing the reading levels of all students,
regardless of their ability levels. Reading Rods® skill-specific line of manipulative products
reinforces these hands-on methods. Everyday Assessment with Reading Rods® provides
teachers’ with a clear and reliable way to improve reading assessment through the use of
hands-on manipulatives.

After setting the stage through a concise overview of reading instruction trends and research,
this user-friendly book shows teachers how to assess students’ reading progress simply and
effectively with Reading Rods®. One hundred hands-on activities using Reading Rods®
components are included.

Everyday Assessment with Reading Rods® offers activities aligned with each of the five areas
of reading instruction defined by the National Reading Panel in its unparalleled study, Put
Reading First: Phonemic Awareness, Phonics, Fluency, Vocabulary, and Text Comprehension.

These 100 activities can be put to use immediately in the classroom using the templates
provided in addition, a helpful appendix including resources on reading instruction,
educational trends, and research is included.

Everyday Assessment with Reading Rods® provides teachers with all the hands-on learning
tools they need to assess students’ reading skills with confidence, knowing that they are
addressing each critical component of literacy acquisition.

Contents

1 Overview of the Leading Research on 12'”01”8 ?7;;’;"’“ Wozds ;?
. . . . evels o, onemic Awareness
Reading Education in the United States 1 Fveryday Assessment .
Swaying with Time 1 .
Major Findings of the National Reading Panel 15 6 Phonics 97
The Alphabetic Principle 97

2 No Child Left Behind and Reading First 19 What Do Outstanding Phonics Programs Offer? 99

No Child Left Behind 19 Kley featzbfres of Systematic and Explicit Phonics o1
Goals of No Child Left Behind 20 nstruction
What’s [hg Current Sitl;ation— Aduqnfqges of Systematic Phonics Instruction 102
How Well Are America’s Children Reading? 22 Flexibility Is Key 105
Reading First 24 7 Vocabulary .
3 Assessment and Evaluation 29 Four Distinct Vocabularies 117
Assessment and Evaluation 29 The Role of Vocabulary in Learning to Read 118
Types of Assessment and Evaluation 31 The Role of chabulary in Reading
Who Is the Most Important Agent of Evaluation? 33 Lcom'preb\/eml(bml Indirect] ﬂg
The Phases of Evaluation 34 earning Vocabulary Indirectly
Assessment I;elp for Teachers 35 Learn?ng Vocabulary Directly ) 119
Instruments That Can Be Used for Assessment 36 gela‘:};f“g &VO"S Ltea;{“"%! Strategies }il‘
Observation 36 electing Words to Teac
zools for ?eiording Progress i; %’l’;i (E}fz(;/?rgfLVZ;):rZ TZ”OWIedge 32
earning Styles g ¢ ?
Roles Assessment Plays in the Classroom 44 1{/0513;’”18 Wng_illcgzsaz;{sm’ss }%g
ocabulary Skills Checklist
4 Learning Resources® Products 472 Fluenc .
Experts Recommend Balance 47 y .
Critical Components of Reading 48 ;lhue’;cy [”SWMCUOWFI }ig
Balanced Writing Program 51 B {’ld(ﬂPOFfltﬂnce of Fluency 140
; uilding Fluenc:
R oo riocinchon o he System 55 What Does Research Tll Us About Fluency? 141
Reading Rods® Classroom Kits 57 How Students Can Become More Fluent Readers 144
Reading Rods® Readers and Other Books 64 F‘X{h“tgtuje”tss:oﬁ?§€ﬂ;lfllou; }jé
ow Students Should Read Alou
5 Phonemic and Phonological The Role of Silent, Independent Reading
Awareness 69 in the Classroom 148
Phonemic Awareness 69 .
}7;1'[15 for TIeJZchers from Put Reading First 7; 9 ’];:itcgrzrrzg fasezil:;issir(z:non EZ
ocus on Phonemes 7
Know Your ABCs 74 Strategies for Improving Text Comprehension 160
The Concepts of Print 78 Explicit Instruction is Critical 163
When Should Text Comprehension Begin? 166



Every
. DAy A
Activities teach skill SSESSMENT
. ns WITHR
p outlined in . EADING Rop,
ut i ’ ti[h s
Reading First LT
b (th
— 1 a b ree phonemes /
i ,,Y N th//l‘/
/
f ee/|
—Ilelp (four phonenes, /b )
Includes an essential overvi k (three 5/ fal oy
of reading i I overview =Jdlelle Phoneme
g instruction and <lp] S, /t//o//p/)
assessment methods a (three phon
mes: /k/
/e
be (one phop, e/ /p/)
iy | €me. /I/)
8 ® (tVVo Pho
“ielw emes: /by /ey)
r o (thr
EVERYD Hallcyre ce phonemes W
/t/
d]o (three pp, lewy)
By examining the results of diagnostic assessment, 1€ag ~ ¥ in onemes: /r/ /, /)
where to begin instruction and what concepts or skills to La | n (three ppy <)
o
tic assessment provides information essential to teacher§ CMES: /d/ /oy
carning objectives and in designing appropriate learning b e (two phop, /)
embers. Keeping dia; —ILx cmes: /a/ /n/)

Formative Assessment and FEvaluation

This focuses OB the processes and products of leat

is continuous and is meant tO inform the student

of assessment and evaluation provides information Uup=

decisions and adaptations can be made and provides students Wit

for future learning.
Whether the students are involved in creating their own assessf

ments OF working with the ones the teacher has provided, the Y9

allowed to focus on what they are trying to achieve, develop

skills, and build the skills necessary t© become reflective learny

Summative Assessment and FEvaluation
This occurs most often at the end of 2 unit of instructiq

and attitudes that have developed over @ given J

student progresss and to report this progress t

and teachers.

Summative judgment

Ready-to-use
templates
make student
assessment easy

21





