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Every teacher knows that each student is unique, any many of today’s classrooms include
struggling readers as well as accomplished readers. Research has proven that hands-on
activities are highly successful in developing and assessing the reading levels of all students,
regardless of their ability levels. Reading Rods® skill-specific line of manipulative products
reinforces these hands-on methods. Everyday Assessment with Reading Rods® provides
teachers’ with a clear and reliable way to improve reading assessment through the use of
hands-on manipulatives. 

After setting the stage through a concise overview of reading instruction trends and research,
this user-friendly book shows teachers how to assess students’ reading progress simply and
effectively with Reading Rods®. One hundred hands-on activities using Reading Rods®

components are included.

Everyday Assessment with Reading Rods® offers activities aligned with each of the five areas
of reading instruction defined by the National Reading Panel in its unparalleled study, Put
Reading First: Phonemic Awareness, Phonics, Fluency, Vocabulary, and Text Comprehension.

These 100 activities can be put to use immediately in the classroom using the templates
provided in addition, a helpful appendix including resources on reading instruction,
educational trends, and research is included. 

Everyday Assessment with Reading Rods® provides teachers with all the hands-on learning
tools they need to assess students’ reading skills with confidence, knowing that they are
addressing each critical component of literacy acquisition. 
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By examining the results of diagnostic assessment, teachers can determine

where to begin instruction and what concepts or skills to emphasize. Diagnos-

tic assessment provides information essential to teachers in selecting relevant

learning objectives and in designing appropriate learning experiences for all stu-

dents, individually and as group members. Keeping diagnostic instruments for

comparison and further reference allows teachers and students to determine the

progress achieved and future directions that are worthy and reasonable to take.

Formative Assessment and Evaluation

This focuses on the processes and products of learning. Formative assessment

is continuous and is meant to inform the student, the parent or guardian, and

the teacher of the student’s progress toward the curriculum objectives. This type

of assessment and evaluation provides information upon which instructional

decisions and adaptations can be made and provides students with directions

for future learning.

Whether the students are involved in creating their own assessment instru-

ments or working with the ones the teacher has provided, the youngsters are

allowed to focus on what they are trying to achieve, develop their thinking

skills, and build the skills necessary to become reflective learners.

Summative Assessment and Evaluation

This occurs most often at the end of a unit of instruction and at the term’s end

or year-end, when students are ready to demonstrate achievement of curricu-

lum objectives. The main purposes are to determine knowledge, skills, abilities,

and attitudes that have developed over a given period of time; to summarize

student progress; and to report this progress to students, parents or guardians,

and teachers.

Summative judgments are based upon criteria derived from curriculum objec-

tives. By sharing these objectives with the students and involving them in design-

ing the evaluation instruments, teachers enable students to understand and

internalize the criteria by which their progress will be determined.
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t h r e e (three phonemes: /th/ /r/ /ee/)b a b y
(four phonemes: /b/ /a/ /b/ /y/) t o p

(three phonemes: /t/ /o/ /p/)k e e p
(three phonemes: /k/ /ee/ /p/) I

(one phoneme: /I/)b e
(two phonemes: /b/ /e/)g r e w

(three phonemes: /g/ /r/ /ew/)r a c e
(three phonemes: /r/ /a/ /c/)d o w n

(three phonemes: /d/ /ow/ /n/)a n
(two phonemes: /a/ /n/)b o x

(three phonemes: /b/ /o/ /x/)b r o w n (four phonemes: /b/ /r/ /ow/ /n/ )b l u e
(three phonemes: /b/ /l/ /ue/)Whether you are working with an individual child or a small group, ask one

student at a time to look at the spelled-out words. Taking one at a time, he or

she should say each word slowly, articulating each sound carefully. Then the

pupil should determine how many phonemes (sounds) there are in each word.

If the child is able to verbalize the phonemes correctly and count the total 
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Comprehension Checklist

Class: 

Subject: Reading

Quarter: 

ObjectiveStudent

NE—Not Evident
P—Progressing

M—Mastered

Color Key
❑ Beginning of Year

❑ Fall
❑ Winter❑ Spring❑ End of Year

Use different color ink for each

marking period. 
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Activities teach skills
outlined in 

Put Reading First

Ready-to-use
templates 

make student
assessment easy

Includes an essential overview
of reading instruction and

assessment methods




