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Set of 72 tiles includes:
• 1 Unit yellow (20) • -1 Unit red (20)
• x Green (12) • -x Red (12)
• x2 Blue (4) • -x2 Red (4)

Magnetic Algebra Tiles™ provide concrete models of variables and integers that
enable students to explore and better comprehend basic algebraic concepts. While
the tiles do not solve problems for students directly, they bridge the gap between a
concept and the symbols used to record it algebraically.

Sample Activity: Using the Zero Principle in Subtraction

™

Let represent x2, represent x, and represent 1.

Explain that the “take away” method works well when there are tiles readily
available to take away. When there aren’t enough of the right tiles to “take away,”
students can apply the zero principle and then subtract.

2 x2 – 7 x + 4
– (x2 + 2 x + 2)________________
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There are no x tiles to take away, only – x tiles. However, you can provide as many
x tiles as you need by applying the zero principle. Since you need two x tiles, you
can represent the problem as follows:

2 x2 – 7 x + 4

zero

Now, take away the tiles that represent the subtrahend x2 + 2x + 2 and count the
remaining tiles to determine the difference.

The model above shows that the subtrahend tiles have been taken away, leaving
x2 – 9x + 2.

For more sample activity worksheets for Algebra Tiles, please visit
www.LearningResources.com.

Intervention Strategies
• Abstract Representation: To help students who have difficulty recalling the

value of a given tile during problem demonstration, write values directly on the
tiles with a dry-erase marker.

• Visualization: To help students develop intermediate problem-solving strategies,
have them draw basic pictures of tiles when working out traditional paper-and-
pencil assessments. Drawing can reveal students’ understanding of concepts and
how they find solutions to specific problems.

Look for these other great products from
Learning Resources®:
LER 7539 Algebra Tiles™ Workbook
LER 7540 Algebra Tiles™ Student Set

(Set of 32 Tiles)
LER 7547 Algebra Tiles™ Classroom Set

(30 Student Sets)


