From: Jim Woldenberg

Sent: Sun 1/25/2009 10:37 PM

To: 'Christian.Fjeld@mail.house.gov'; ‘robin.appleberry@mail.house.gov';
andrew_grobmyer@pryor.senate.gov; james_reid@rockefeller.senate.gov

Cc: 'brian.mccullough@mail.house.gov'; 'shannon.weinberg@mail.house.gov';
‘william.carty@mail.house.gov'; 'mjg@brown-gidding.com’; Etienne Veber;
‘challengeandfun@gmail.com’; 'kathleen@fashion-incubator.com'; 'Stephen Lamar
(slamar@apparelandfootwear.org)'; ‘Nancy Nord (nnord@cpsc.gov)'; ‘Joe Martyak
(jmartyak@cpsc.gov)'; ‘Mary Toro (MToro@cpsc.gov)'; ‘tmoore@cpsc.gov'; 'Patrick Magnuson
(patrick.magnuson@mail.house.gov)'; 'Carter Keithley (ckeithley@toy-tia.org)'; 'Rick Locker
(fblocker@LockerLaw.com)'; 'Desmond, Edward'; '‘David Callet (calletd@gtlaw.com)’;
'ravitz.georgia@arentfox.com'; 'Pamela Gilbert (pamelag@cuneolaw.com)’; 'Robert Adler'; '‘Dan
Marshall (dan@peapods.com)’; ‘erik.lieberman@mail.house.gov'; 'cfalvey@cpsc.gov'; Judy Bailey
(judith.bailey@mail.house.gov); adele@narts.org; kmchugh@astratoy.org;
richard.goldberg@mail.house.gov; matthew.abbott@mail.house.gov;
'‘Brian_hendricks@hutchison.senate.goVv'; 'david@commerce.senate.gov';
'Cathy.hurwit@mail.house.gov'; pweller@cpsc.gov; mgougisha@cpsc.gov;
bridget_petruczok@boxer.senate.gov; michael _daum@cantwell.senate.gov;
bill_ghent@carper.senate.gov; hap_rigby@demint.senate.gov;
frannie_wellings@dorgan.senate.gov; david_quinalty@ensign.senate.gov;
james_chang@inouye.senate.gov; jonathan_becker@klobuchar.senate.gov;
michelle_schwartz@lautenberg.senate.gov; lee_dunn@mccain.senate.gov;
sonya_wendell@mccaskill.senate.gov; matthew_hussey@snowe.senate.gov;
brendan_plack@thune.senate.gov; hugh_carroll@wicker.senate.gov;
elissa.levin@mail.house.gov; christopher.schepis@mail.house.gov;
theresa.lavery@mail.house.gov; greg.louer@mail.house.gov; brian.diffell@mail.house.gov;
amy.ingham@mail.house.gov; laura.vaught@mail.house.gov; matt.johnson@mail.house.gov;
saul.hernandez@mail.house.gov; aaron.shapiro@mail.house.gov; rick.axthelm@mail.house.gov;
steve.plevniak@mail.house.gov; scott.cleveland@mail.house.gov;
jonathan.smith@mail.house.gov; pat.cavanagh@mail.house.gov; rachelle.wood@mail.house.gov;
michael.gaffin@mail.house.gov; angela.manso@mail.house.gov;
dana.lichtenberg@mail.house.gov; derrick.ramos@mail.house.gov;
elizabeth.stack@mail.house.gov; lori.pepper@mail.house.gov; josh.connolly@mail.house.gov;
david.bahar@mail.house.gov; mark.bayer@mail.house.gov; Neeta.Bidwai@mail.house.gov;
kyle.victor@mail.house.gov; chris.debosier@mail.house.gov; morgan.jones@mail.house.gov;
matthew.dockham@mail.house.gov; tuley.wright@mail.house.gov; cade.king@mail.house.gov;
betsy.christian@mail.house.gov; chris.herndon@mail.house.gov; Mike.Ward@mail.house.gov;
laura.abshire@mail.house.gov; randi.meyers@mail.house.gov; Greta.Hanson@mail.house.gov;
liz.muro@mail.house.gov; jamie.euken@mail.house.gov; jon.oehmen@mail.house.gov;
brad.schweer@mail.house.gov; dana.grayson@mail.house.gov;
michael.beckerman@mail.house.gov; valerie.henry@mail.house.gov;
Becky.Claster@mail.house.gov; tiffany.guarascio@mail.house.gov; jeff.mortier@mail.house.gov;
Christopher_day@billnelson.senate.gov; john_phillips@kerry.senate.gov; Kerrie Campbell
(kcampbell@manatt.com)

Subject: CPSIA and the Law of Unintended Consequences

| am writing to tell you about a situation that my business finds itself in, as a result of the CPSIA,
even though we are in the business of manufacturing supplies and equipment for research
scientists. We are a small business (under 25 employees) manufacturing company called
Heathrow Scientific LLC. We design and manufacture basic supplies that are used by research
scientists in their laboratories. Our products are designed, and intended, for use by trained
laboratory technicians and they are, in fact, used by laboratory technicians in over 80 countries
worldwide, because nearly 50% of our sales are exported from the U.S.



One would think that Heathrow Scientific is very far removed from the regulatory world that the
CPSIA was intended to affect. Unfortunately, this is not the case.

We were recently contacted by a customer of Heathrow Scientific who sells primarily into the high
school and college science lab market. They requested that we certify that our products comply
with the requirements set forth in the CPSIA because they sell our items into middle schools.
Here we are, focusing on our customer; the research scientist. Designing products for use by
professional laboratory technicians and, because one of our customers takes our product and
sells it into a marketplace other than that for which the product was intended, now this customer
is requesting certification from us.

When the drafters of the legislation that resulted in the CPSIA contemplated the various
scenarios that may result from the law, they certainly did not intend that all products made by any
company, no matter how remote to the children’s’ products market, could be subject to the CPSIA
if they were sold into any environment that includes children 12 years of age and under.

| believe that this communication from our customer is a result of general confusion in the market
over the scope of the law. Also contributing factors are the felony and $100,000 per occurrence
penalties written into the law; very stiff penalties. In those circumstances, business people will err
on the side of caution, which looks like what our customer is doing — asking us to protect him.
Heathrow Scientific, a company that designs and manufactures products for research scientists,
can not afford to spend thousands of dollars testing our products for compliance under CPSIA
(we are not in that business!) This leaves our customer exposed to the high penalties (felony
conviction and financial ruin) under CPSIA for providing a range of laboratory items to middle
school science teachers, and they will likely stop doing so. Surely, Congress did not intend this
result. This is bad public policy.

Well-meaning, law-abiding, business people are being scooped up in the web that is the CPSIA.

Please help! This law, and its application, need to be re-thought out. Congress should be using
a scalpel and not a sledge-hammer, to cut out the cancerous effects of bad actors. This law is
going to do a lot of damage to a lot of good companies if you don't act to stop it.

Respectfully yours,

Jim Woldenberg
Heathrow Scientific, LLC
Direct: 847-968-7223
Cell: 847-912-1875



