
From: Rick Woldenberg 

Sent: Fri 2/27/2009 11:39 PM 
To: 'Christian.Fjeld@mail.house.gov'; 'robin.appleberry@mail.house.gov'; 

andrew_grobmyer@pryor.senate.gov; james_reid@rockefeller.senate.gov 
Cc: 'brian.mccullough@mail.house.gov'; 'shannon.weinberg@mail.house.gov'; 

'william.carty@mail.house.gov'; 'mjg@brown-gidding.com'; Etienne Veber; 

'challengeandfun@gmail.com'; 'kathleen@fashion-incubator.com'; 'Stephen Lamar 
(slamar@apparelandfootwear.org)'; 'Nancy Nord (nnord@cpsc.gov)'; 'Joe Martyak 

(jmartyak@cpsc.gov)'; 'Mary Toro (MToro@cpsc.gov)'; 'tmoore@cpsc.gov'; 'Patrick Magnuson 
(patrick.magnuson@mail.house.gov)'; 'Carter Keithley (ckeithley@toy-tia.org)'; 'Rick Locker 

(fblocker@LockerLaw.com)'; 'Desmond, Edward'; 'David Callet (calletd@gtlaw.com)'; 
'ravitz.georgia@arentfox.com'; 'Pamela Gilbert (pamelag@cuneolaw.com)'; 'Robert Adler'; 'Dan 

Marshall (dan@peapods.com)'; 'erik.lieberman@mail.house.gov'; 'cfalvey@cpsc.gov'; Judy Bailey 

(judith.bailey@mail.house.gov); adele@narts.org; kmchugh@astratoy.org; 
richard.goldberg@mail.house.gov; matthew.abbott@mail.house.gov; 

'Brian_hendricks@hutchison.senate.gov'; 'david@commerce.senate.gov'; 
'Cathy.hurwit@mail.house.gov'; pweller@cpsc.gov; mgougisha@cpsc.gov; 

bridget_petruczok@boxer.senate.gov; michael_daum@cantwell.senate.gov; 

bill_ghent@carper.senate.gov; hap_rigby@demint.senate.gov; 
frannie_wellings@dorgan.senate.gov; david_quinalty@ensign.senate.gov; 

james_chang@inouye.senate.gov; jonathan_becker@klobuchar.senate.gov; 
michelle_schwartz@lautenberg.senate.gov; lee_dunn@mccain.senate.gov; 

sonya_wendell@mccaskill.senate.gov; matthew_hussey@snowe.senate.gov; 
brendan_plack@thune.senate.gov; hugh_carroll@wicker.senate.gov; 

elissa.levin@mail.house.gov; christopher.schepis@mail.house.gov; 

theresa.lavery@mail.house.gov; greg.louer@mail.house.gov; brian.diffell@mail.house.gov; 
amy.ingham@mail.house.gov; laura.vaught@mail.house.gov; matt.johnson@mail.house.gov; 

saul.hernandez@mail.house.gov; aaron.shapiro@mail.house.gov; rick.axthelm@mail.house.gov; 
steve.plevniak@mail.house.gov; scott.cleveland@mail.house.gov; 

jonathan.smith@mail.house.gov; pat.cavanagh@mail.house.gov; rachelle.wood@mail.house.gov; 

michael.gaffin@mail.house.gov; angela.manso@mail.house.gov; 
dana.lichtenberg@mail.house.gov; derrick.ramos@mail.house.gov; 

elizabeth.stack@mail.house.gov; lori.pepper@mail.house.gov; david.bahar@mail.house.gov; 
mark.bayer@mail.house.gov; Neeta.Bidwai@mail.house.gov; kyle.victor@mail.house.gov; 

chris.debosier@mail.house.gov; morgan.jones@mail.house.gov; 

matthew.dockham@mail.house.gov; tuley.wright@mail.house.gov; cade.king@mail.house.gov; 
betsy.christian@mail.house.gov; chris.herndon@mail.house.gov; Mike.Ward@mail.house.gov; 

laura.abshire@mail.house.gov; randi.meyers@mail.house.gov; Greta.Hanson@mail.house.gov; 
liz.muro@mail.house.gov; jamie.euken@mail.house.gov; jon.oehmen@mail.house.gov; 

brad.schweer@mail.house.gov; michael.beckerman@mail.house.gov; 
valerie.henry@mail.house.gov; Becky.Claster@mail.house.gov; 

tiffany.guarascio@mail.house.gov; jeff.mortier@mail.house.gov; 

Christopher_day@billnelson.senate.gov; john_phillips@kerry.senate.gov; Kerrie Campbell 
(kcampbell@manatt.com); bryan_hickman@hatch.senate.gov; Ben.Kershaw@mail.house.gov; 

tom_jones@commerce.senate.gov; Lisa Brown (lbrown@who.eop.gov); csunstein@who.eop.gov; 
stacy_ettinger@jec.senate.gov; csunstei@uchicago.edu; rpalmieri@nam.org; 

dbrown@muchshelist.com; Lyndsay Austin (Lindsay.Austin@mail.house.gov) 

Subject: CPSIA - My 2/24/09 Testimony/Letter on TSCA (The Risks of Precautionary Laws Based 
on Our Experience with the CPSIA) 

Please find attached my letter to Rep. Bobby Rush and Rep. George Radanovich on the Toxic 
Substances Control Act (TSCA) dated February 24, 2009.  This letter was entered into the record 
of the February 26 hearings held by Rep. Rush's subcommittee on the revision or amendment of 



TSCA.  The subcommittee is apparently considering changing the focus of TSCA into a 
precautionary law much like the EU's REACH.  Interestingly, to change TSCA into a 
precautionary law would require overlooking the terrible example of the CPSIA, a blatantly 
precautionary law that avoids all concept of risk assessment.  As Gib Mullan, Director of the 
Office of Compliance and Field Operations of the CPSC stated on February 26 at the ICPHSO 
Conference in Orlando, Florida (www.icphso.org), "Congress made it clear that [the CPSC is] to 
get away from 'that kind of analysis'".  Thus, the CPSC is a precautionary law in which the 
regulatory agency is prohibited from considering if there is ANY risk associated with banned or 
restricted products. 
  
This can cause severe problems, as I have pointed out in many previous letters.  Please read the 
attached letter.  
  
Please amend the CPSIA urgently before it singlehandedly devastates the children's product 
industry, many tens of thousands of businesses.  The economy is doing a good job of beating 
these companies to death - we don't need the CPSIA to finish the job. 
  
Richard Woldenberg 
Chairman 
Learning Resources, Inc. 
rwoldenberg@learningresources.com 
Follow my blog at www.learningresourcesinc.blogspot.com or at www.twitter.com/rwoldenberg.  
 


