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WASHINGTON, DC 20510

April 9, 2009

The Honorable Nancy Nord

Acting Chairman

Consumer Product Safety Commission
4330 East West Highway

Bethesda, Maryland 20814

Dear Chairman Nord,

We are writing with regard to the Consumer Product Safety Improvement Act (CPSIA). You
have indicated your concern about possible statutory limitations on the use of the agency’s
authority and enforcement discretion, and we hope to provide you with clarity on Congressional
intent.

It is our view that the Consumer Product Safety Commission is empowered by the CPSIA to
exercise its authority and enforcement discretion in a manner that ensures enforcement of the Act
in a comprehensive manner while providing appropriate and common-sense relief to businesses
and institutions. We further believe that you should aid industry and institutions with
compliance on a prospective basis, and immediately promulgate information and guidance to
help with compliance with the dictates of the Act.

The Consumer Product Safety Commission has regulatory authority and expertise for over
15,000 consumer products. We recognize that it is impracticable for the Congress to specifically
and individually regulate each product under Consumer Product Safety Commission jurisdiction
and foresee future products entering into the stream of commerce that would be subject to the
established safety regulations.

The Consumer Product Safety Commission is charged with the responsibility of implementing
the Consumer Product Safety Improvement Act. We confirm that the Congress provided for
agency discretion and anticipated the Consumer Product Safety Commission would use its
discretion to implement the Act in a manner that would recognize anomalies in implementation
and to work with businesses, institutions, and consumers to establish the protections of the Act
without undue impact on the stream of commerce.
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